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If you aren't a tech-savvy person, learning how to use Twitter can be a bit overwhelming, but 

after reading this how-to guide, you're straight on your way to becoming the ultimate twitter 

'superstar'. 

On your way to understanding the world of Twitter, you'll firstly need to understand some 

phrases or jargon used by your native Twitter user, such as: 

 Tweet: A 140-character message. 

 Retweet (RT): Re-sharing or giving credit to someone else's tweet. 

 Feed: The stream of tweets you see on your homepage. It's comprised of updates 

from users you follow. 

 Handle: Your username. 

 Mention (@): A way to reference another user by his username in a tweet (e.g. 

@mashable). Users are notified when @mentioned. It's a way to conduct 

discussions with other users in a public realm. 

 Direct Message (DM): A private, 140-character message between two people. You 

can decide whether to accept a Direct Message from any Twitter user, or only from 

users you are following. You may only DM a user who follows you. 

 Hashtag (#): A way to denote a topic of conversation or participate in a larger 

linked discussion (e.g. #AmericanIdol, #Obama). A hashtag is a discovery tool that 

allows others to find your tweets, based on topics. You can also click on a hashtag to 

see all the tweets that mention it in real time — even from people you don't follow. 

 

Twitter has a great online glossary that you can refer back to, should you feel overwhelmed 

with all the jargón. 

https://support.twitter.com/articles/166337-the-twitter-glossary
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Twitter is an extremely fast moving social network that uses microblogging as a way to get 

instant news/updates from friends (known on Twitter as “followers”. Twitter is called a 

micro logging platform  ecause you’re only allowed to use 140 characters to send your 

“tweet” (message or status). 

 

 

The first step, in order to engage in conversation is to introduce yourself, or creating your 

handle (see short glossary above). 

  handle is what you’d call your calling card  or address and it will  e the way people will 

interact and/or include you in conversation. 

If you picked a username which you now regret  don’t worry  you can change your Twitter 

account name down the road. 

Your profile picture, header image and bio should also reflect who you are as a person, that is, 

if you're not planning on creating a satire or spoof account, I suggest you use your actual 

picture and real name so that the people you interact with feel more comfortable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/signing-up-for-twitter.png 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microblogging
http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/signing-up-for-twitter.png


 

 

 

   
"Transmedia: a new narrative that involves communication and education towards the future classroom”. Code: 2014-1-ES01-KA201-004478 

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the 
Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International. Permissions beyond the scope of this 
license may be available at educationtransmedia@gmail.com 

    6 

Once you pick your username Twitter will ask you for your phone number, only to 

authenticate your number with your Twitter account, which, in the future, will help you 

recover your lost account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/enter-phone-number-on-twitter.png 

 

 

After this step is complete, you will be given a mini tutorial on how to navigate Twitter with 

more ease. I urge you not to rush through this part if it’s your first time on this social network 

(like in the picture below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/Tour-of-Twitter.pngg 

http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/enter-phone-number-on-twitter.png
http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/Tour-of-Twitter.pngg
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In the next step, Twitter is going to ask you to pick some topics that are of interest to you, in 

order to find people to follow. You can follow all the people suggested or search for a specific 

person. Don’t shy away when it comes to following people, it is totally normal and acceptable 

to follow people who are of interest to you (like below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/who-to-follow-on-twitter.png 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/add-your-photo-on-twitter.png 

 

http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/who-to-follow-on-twitter.png
http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/add-your-photo-on-twitter.png
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In order to add a profile photo, click the Camera button as shown above and upload a 

headshot of yourself. The goal here is to connect to as many people as possible, so, try not to 

pick a photo that is too abstract, others may have a hard time figuring out that you’re a real 

person. 

For the next step, Twitter is going to ask you to Find people you know (as shown below) and 

to do so, you will link your Gmail, Outlook, AOL or Yahoo e-mail account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last and final step in creating your account is making sure that every option is set up 

accurately (time zone, protection, language, location, etc) and in order to do so, you have to 

click on your headshot in the upper right hand corner and head to Settings (shown below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/twitter-settings.png 

http://www.steamfeed.com/wp-content/uploads/twitter-settings.pngg
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Other settings worth checking out are: 

 Email Notifications (turn this off if notifications get annoying or way too many) 

 

 Design (Twitter gives you the chance to show off a Little of your personality by adding 

a background of your choice but also, you can pick from various default themes) 

 

 Mobile  if you’re a smartphone owner  then you will really need the Twitter 

application). 
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The term “following” is what we use for the people we “follow”  which means you’ll receive 

their tweets in your news stream. They will receive a notification once you chose to follow 

them. 

 

 

The term “followers” is used to descri e the people who have chosen to follow you.  s a new 

user, you start off with zero followers and work your way up from there. 

 

 

 https://support.twitter.com/articles/215585# (Getting started with Twitter) 

 https://support.twitter.com/articles/101002-how-to-find-friends-and-colleagues-on-

twitter (How-to find friends and colleagues on twitter) 

 https://support.twitter.com/articles/14020-twitter-sms-commands (Twitter via SMS 

commands) 

 https://support.twitter.com/groups/54-mobile-apps (Mobile help section articles) 

 https://support.twitter.com/articles/166337-the-twitter-glossary (Your Twitter.com official 

Glossary) 

 https://business.twitter.com/ (Official Twitter guide for businesses) 

 

 

 

https://support.twitter.com/articles/215585
https://support.twitter.com/articles/101002-how-to-find-friends-and-colleagues-on-twitter
https://support.twitter.com/articles/101002-how-to-find-friends-and-colleagues-on-twitter
https://support.twitter.com/articles/14020-twitter-sms-commands
https://support.twitter.com/groups/54-mobile-apps
https://support.twitter.com/articles/166337-the-twitter-glossary
https://business.twitter.com/
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